Tryptophan metabolism in animals with dermatitis. I) In Rats.
Tryptophan metabolism "via kynurenine" after load of amino-acid has been studied in urine of rats before and after induction of experimental light-conditioned dermatitis with psoralen. Tryptophan load in animals during the acute phase of dermatitis (one day after induction) causes a markedly increased urinary excretion of total metabolites in comparison with that obtained before dermatitis. After six days of dermatitis, when the skin damage was in repair, the excretory values after tryptophan load in rats are only slightly increased indicating that the metabolic disturbance is correlated with the skin damage.